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WASHINGTON -- U.S. Rep. John Olver (D-1st District) announced today                that he has secured $1 million for a job training project "Worklinks                to Plastics Employment Initiative" in Fitchburg and Leominster.&nbsp;                The funding was obtained through an earmark in the FY Š99 Labor-HHS-Education                Appropriations which was included in the massive Omnibus Appropriations                Act for FY Š99 that passed the House of Representatives last night.                The Omnibus bill passed the Senate this morning, and is expected                to be signed by the President this week.              

"Worklinks is going to be a tremendously successful project in                the Twin Cities because the program is an innovative win-win --                both the plastics industry and the workers benefit.              

"This program utilizes all the best practices of workforce development                in the country, including community-based outreach and recruitment,                extensive family assessment, and an emphasis on life skills counseling                and job readiness," Olver said. 
               &nbsp; 
               Worklinks to Plastics is a sectoral employment initiative to train                low-income residents in North Central Massachusetts for jobs in                the region's plastics industry.&nbsp; The program will be operated                by the Twin Cities Community Development Corporation and will target                 the 33,000 low-income persons living in Fitchburg and Leominster.                The project will conduct community-based outreach programs to recruit                eligible participants; perform skill assessments of selected trainees;                and provide remedial education and job training that prepares workers                for jobs as floor persons, mold setters, process technicians and                maintenance workers.              

"These occupations pay livable wages -- from $9 to $17 -- that                can raise the standard of living for many families living in North                Central Massachusetts," Olver said.              

"This region is one of the major plastics centers in the world                -- home to 200 plastics companies, but these companies are experiencing                great difficulty in finding qualified employees for many positions,"                Olver said. "This funding will help to meet the industry's demand                for skilled workers, while enabling low-income residents to overcome                barriers to quality employment."              

The CDC's budget has determined that it will cost approximately                $300,000 in the first year to get the project off the ground. The                remaining $700,000 funding will be used to maintain the project                in the second and third year. The CDC has projected that at the                end of three years, 90 individuals will have been accepted into                the program, 75 will be placed in temporary positions, and at least                60 people will have been placed in full-time positions.              

For more information on Worklinks, please contact Betsy Hannula,                Economic Development Director of the CDC at (978) 342-9561.             
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